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Rapid advances in a number of technologies, and the impact of these advances on the availability and applications of GIS, are driving a fundamental reconsideration of the nature and role of geospatial technology. I address two specific issues: the growth of user-generated content, otherwise known as volunteered geographic information (VGI); and the emergence of the field of critical spatial thinking as a necessary conceptual envelope in a world in which simple GIS functions are available to all. Both topics are significant for applications of GIS in the humanities and social sciences. I discuss recent research on who contributes VGI, about what topics, and with what quality; and introduce recent work on fundamental spatial concepts at the Center for Spatial Studies at UCSB.
