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Abstract
GIS has proven to be an extremely useful tool for a full range of applications in the planning and development of cities and communities around the world. Beyond mapmaking, GIS can deliver insight and geo-intelligence from data by analyzing spatial patterns and understanding current conditions and past trends. The effectiveness of GIS in providing accurate analysis results and easily disseminating information has allowed GIS to become an extremely useful information analysis, management, and communication instrument that can be used to support a wide range of community development applications. 

The ability to monitor economic, environmental, and social impacts on spatial dimensions provides a comprehensive lens for collaborative community decision making that goes beyond mapping and cartographic purposes. Social media tools and the GeoWeb (Planning 2.0) are useful in creating effective planning support system (PSS) platforms that foster bidirectional citizenry participation and participatory planning and GeoDesign. The geo-spatial analytical and planning support system tools can be effectively used, as key planning functions of forecasting, evaluation, and plan making, in enhancing smart growth and sustainable development. GIS has also become an essential resource for local and state governments in their pursuit of economic recovery. Whether the issue is workforce training, business attraction, or business growth through economic gardening, GIS provides a comprehensive range of tools for depicting, inventorying, analyzing, and managing the wide spectrum of data needed for promoting sustainable economic recovery and growth. Because of its efficiency, effectiveness, and accuracy, GIS technology is also proving essential to measuring and monitoring the progress of economic recovery, not just in terms of how many jobs are created but also where those jobs are located.
The presentation will demonstrate the value of using GIS application system for community development (at the strategic and the tactical level) as an effective and comprehensive framework for resolving various problems related to city planning and economic development in general, and participatory planning, smart growth, and economic gardening in particular. Various examples of how this framework is used in real life will be discussed to provide a successful practical experience upon which potential future directions can be developed.










